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Key facts
Client:  University of Kent

Construction 
cost: Phase 1: £12m
 Phases 2 & 3: £10m

Completion: Phase 1: 2015
 Phases 2 & 3: 2017

Size:  Phase 1: 5,400m2    
 (new build)

 Phases 2 & 3: 12,500m2  
 (refurbishment)

BREEAM:  Very Good - project aim

Scope: Full Architectural Services  
 RIBA Stages A to L

Procurement: D&B, novated to the 
 Contractor for Stages F-L

Key Awards
2017 Graphisoft UK BIM, ‘Public Sector 
Project of the Year’ Award

 — Flagship Library and teaching development at the heart 
of the campus

 — Complex project remains in use for the University’s 
15,000 students during construction

 — BIM used by the design team from project outset

Our competition-winning design for the extension and refurbishment of the 
Templeman Library at University of Kent creates a vibrant contemporary 
building for study, interaction and exploration, bringing together a variety 
of study and support spaces, versatile collection and exhibition space and 
a teaching suite.

The bronze anodised mesh veil of the extension façade forms a 
sophisticated, sustainable envelope that weaves the old and new to create 
a distinctive flagship building at the heart of the university campus. A 
landscape plinth, connective paths to adjacent buildings and a wooded 
garden exploit the setting of the library to create a hub of knowledge for 
the university. The complexity of this project lies in the scale of investment 
and in dealing with an existing building that is pivotal to the University’s 
15,000 students and needs to remain in use during construction. The new 
development provides a wide variety of learning and support spaces and 
opportunities to share knowledge through:

 — An open access teaching floor with a 250 seat lecture theatre, 8 
seminar rooms, group rooms, café, exhibition space and a conference 
catering and resource facility;

 — Consultation with staff and students from a wide variety of courses 
including students with disabilities to design 1,800 individual, pair and 
group study spaces and across informal, quiet and silent zones to suit 
contemporary learning styles;

 — A long span concrete frame structure, flexible services strategy and 
raised access floor for future adaptability of spaces.

The long-term, easily-phased solution will create a step change in quality 
across the whole library development to re-emphasise its enduring and 
pivotal role within the campus. The newly enhanced ‘lawn entrance’ to the 
south is combined with improvements made to the north of the building 
which will create a cultural avenue, linking the existing theatre and 
architecture school. 
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