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The UCL Academy is a new mixed secondary 
school, taking pupils from 11-18 years old. It 
opened in September 2012 with 180 Year 
7 students (first years) and 125 students in 
Year 12 (sixth form), and will grow year on 
year until it reaches capacity in September 
2015. The Academy specialises in maths and 
science, and enjoys a close relationship with its 
university sponsor University College Loncon on 
Gower Street. Facilities include state-of-the-art 
science laboratories, a science demonstration 
theatre for interactive lectures, experiments and 
talks by visiting academics, and an engineering 
science suite.

The UCL Academy sits over six stories at the 
Northern boundary of a constrained urban site. 
This relatively high rise school is an outcome 
of its co-location with London’s largest special 
school, it thus forms a protective screen of 
precast concrete encircling the heart of the 
site – itself an exercise in the layering and 
disguising of the ancillary functions of a school. 
Within the school there are no corridors, the 
majority of circulation is vertical through ample 
day-lit stairways. Overspill horizontal circulation 
(and south facing solar shading) is provided 
by external decks. Learning takes place in 
‘superstudio’ clusters – a variety of types of 
space opening off from a flexible open plan 
zone. 

These spaces are a direct reflection of UCL’s 
pedagogic intentions whilst offering expansive 
views across to Sir Basil Spence’s Swiss 
Cottage Library.

From the shared courtyard area spread over 
two stories students are dispersed to the five 
‘households’ which make up the Academy. 
Each ‘household’ has a ‘House’ as its’ 
social and pastoral centre which is used for 
dining during lunch break and informal study 
throughout the day thus reducing the scale of 
the school into 5 more intimate pastoral centres.

The upper floors offer fine views over London, 
and roof terraces are provided wherever 
possible to give additional learning and social 
opportunities on a tight site. The design makes 
rigorous use of every inch of outdoor areas and 
a majority of mature trees were retained around 
the perimeter.

The building has achieved a BREEAM rating of
Excellent.
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