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Key facts
Client:  University of Portsmouth

Construction 
cost: £7.6m

Completion: 2007

Size:  3,600m2 new build

 1,750m2 refurbishment

BREEAM:  Excellent

Scope: Full Architectural Services  
 RIBA Stages B to L,   
 novated 

Procurement: D&B

Key Awards
2010 Solent Design Award, Quality 
Places, Overall Winner

2010 Solent Design Award, Quality 
Places, People’s Choice

2008 Civic Trust Awards,  
Commendation

The University’s Librarian wrote,

“Measures of success for our users 
have been achieved by providing...a 
building where services are laid out 
in what seems to be a very clear 
way… and the spaces provide the 
variety and flexibility demanded by 
modern learning”.

The new £7.6m extension to the University of Portsmouth Library creates a 
highly visible entrance to the library and provides much needed additional 
accommodation including IT facilities, flexible seminar rooms, study areas 
and a café. Since its opening, student use of the library has more than 
doubled. 

We worked closely with the head librarian and his senior team to 
rigorously test our competition design - during this stage we further 
developed the design and technical briefs through structured workshops 
which then involved wider stakeholder engagement with all library staff. 
After being novated we worked with the construction team to deliver a 
high quality building within a tight budget, with minimal disruption to the 
existing library.

The existing library was difficult to find and the challenge was how to open 
out the site, turning it into a focal point and create a new entrance to the 
library. We achieved this by bridging over a public path, whereby the new 
building forms a gateway to the park and is accessed from a new urban 
square. As this part of the city lacked good quality external spaces, the 
new public square forms a welcome addition.

The building’s orientation, façade treatment and extensive rooflights 
maximise daylighting whilst minimising solar gain. The high thermal 
mass of the exposed concrete interior helps maintain stable temperatures 
alongside a highly innovative, low cost, mixed-mode ventilation system 
with heat recovery. In addition manually openable ventilation panels in the 
south facing study bays allow users to control their immediate environment. 

The building has received wide recognition and is being visited by many 
universities considering new learning resource centres or improvements to 
existing facilities. 

 — Award-winning major extension & refurbishment with 
minimal disruption to existing library

 — High quality building within tight budget

 — BREEAM Excellent, low energy scheme
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